52       MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
that " King Edward was not much of a dramatic
critic,"    One of OUT best-known experts says :
Before the death of the Prince Consort there
was no more enthusiastic playgoer than Queen
Victoria, who particularly enjoyed farces and
funny plays, and was, of course, an excellent
audience. Thanks to the good offices of the Prince
of Wales, who knows more about plays and good
acting than most men, and has been the best
friend to the players of this and all countries
that they have ever had, the semi-Court theatricals
at Balmoral, Windsor, Osborne, and Sandringham
have been partially revived, thus enabling Queen
Victoria to see the distinguished actors and
actresses of what may be called the Henry Irving
period of dramatic art.1
Most people will prefer Mr. Scott's opinion on
this point.
Of seven marble busts of King Edward which
were exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1911 one
, (Mr. Albert Bruce-Joy's) was executed for Man-
chester University, and was unveiled by Sir William
Mather less than a month after the King's death.
Those who are disposed to underrate King Edward
should keep Sir William Mather's happily-con-
ceived address before them:
This ceremony is invested with pathetic sad-
ness inseparable from the thought of the death of
our great King, whose image and likeness this
marble bust so faithfully represents. The eminent
1" The Drama of Yesterday and To-day."    By Clement Scott,
HadQaHau, & Co. Limited, 1899.